
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT AT JEPPS LANE, BARTON 

APPEAL REFERENCE: APP/N2345/W/21/3276293 

NOTE ON THIRD PARTY REPRESENTATIONS - HIGHWAYS - SEPTEMBER 2021 

 

INTRODUCTION 

My name is Phil Wooliscroft and I am a Partner with Eddisons. This note confirms the Appellants’ 

position on a number of transport and highways issues raised by third parties in relation to the above 

Appeal.   

The matters raised can be summarised as follows; 

• Highway capacity and traffic generation 

• Road safety and traffic speeds 

• Site access 

• Lack of local facilities/amenities 

For ease, the above points are addressed in the following paragraphs in the same order as they are 

set out above. It should also be noted that the Transport Assessment (TA) submitted as part of the 

application package included detailed consideration and analysis of all of the above.  

Highway capacity and traffic generation 

A number of the comments related to the capability of the surrounding road network to 

accommodate the development traffic. In particular, the concerns related to the difficulty in 

egressing Jepps Lane and the lack of capacity on the A6 Garstang Road. 

 

The proposals refer to the construction of up to 125 dwellings. As set out in the TA, the forecast trip 

generation was undertaken using the same trip rates as the application for 135 residential units (App 

ref. 14/00681), which has already been granted planning consent. This was considered to be 

appropriate and robust.  

 

The peak hour trip rates and forecast trip generation for 125 dwellings presented in Table 6.1 in the 

TA are replicated below. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Forecast Trip Generation of Proposed Residential Development 

As demonstrated above, the residential development is forecast to generate a two-way total of 

approximately 69 trips in the AM peak hour and around 72 trips in the PM peak hour. 

 

In order to demonstrate that the proposed development traffic could be adequately accommodated, 

capacity assessments were undertaken for the proposed site access off Jepps Lane and the Garstang 

Road/James Towers Way roundabout. 

 

For the purpose of the TA, assessments were undertaken for design horizon of 2024, representing 

five years after the application registration. An additional assessment at 2029 was also undertaken, 

representing 10 years after the submission of the application. This can be considered to be a robust 

approach. 

 

Furthermore, the assessments took account of 27 known committed developments in the area, as 

requested by highways officers at Lancashire County Council (LCC). This adds robustness to the 

analysis and also takes account of the cumulative impact of the development. 

 

It should also be noted that this approach is particularly robust given that committed and future 

development is included in the growth applied to the baseline survey data. 

 

The directional distribution of the traffic associated with the proposals was assigned to the local 

highway network in line with Travel to Work Census Data, which again was considered to present a 

reasonable approach. 

 

The capacity assessments show that the site access junction on Jepps Lane is forecast to operate 

efficiently in all assessment scenarios. The assessments of the Garstang Road/James Towers Way 

roundabout junction show that the impact of the proposals on the wider road network will be minimal 

and as such will not give rise to any highway capacity issues.  

 

 

 

 

Peak Period 

Trip Rate (per unit) Number of Trips 

Arr Dep Arr Dep 

AM Peak Hour 0.145 0.408 18 51 

PM Peak Hour 0.352 0.222 44 28 



 

 

 

 

In considering the traffic impact of the proposals, the TA concluded that the low development traffic 

impact at each of the junctions is not considered to have a material impact on the operation of the 

local highway network. 

 

It remains Eddisons view therefore that the predicted level of traffic can be adequately 

accommodated and that the impact of the proposals would be minimal. 

 

In addition, a Travel Plan will be implemented at the site to ensure that sustainable travel can be 

maximised, which will also assist in reducing car-borne trips to and from the site. 

 

The Travel Plan outlines physical and management measures that are designed to achieve this 

objective. However, the principle measure will consist of a Residents Travel Pack containing relevant 

material to promote non-car modes of travel and the provision of certain physical measures. The 

Travel Pack will contain information to inform residents of the existing long-term strategy for 

reducing the dependence of residents and visitors on travel by private car. 

 

The site has been demonstrated to benefit from excellent non-car accessibility and it should, 

therefore, be expected that the adoption of a Travel Plan would be particularly effective. 

 

Road safety and traffic speeds 

 

The TA included a detailed review of road safety at Section 7 using the CrashMap website. The review 

of personal injury accidents covered a five year period (2014 to 2018) and showed there had only been 

2no. incidents during that time. 

 

Given the nature of the accidents, it was considered likely these two accidents were attributable to 

drivers failing to observe other road users, rather than there being any safety issues associated with 

the design or layout of the road or junctions. 

 

For completeness, however, the CrashMap website has been interrogated again and it is noted that 

no additional accidents have been recorded since that time. On that basis, it is Eddisons view that 

there are no existing road safety problems in the area and as concluded in the TA, it is not considered 

that the proposals for a residential development will unduly change the characteristics or nature of 

the surrounding highway network and as such will not have a detrimental impact on overall road 

safety. 

 

Site access 

 

Vehicular access is proposed via a new priority-controlled junction off Jepps Lane. 

 



 

 

 

 

The third party comments relate to ‘a dangerous bend for access’ and whilst also related to the road 

safety point, the condition of the traffic calming measures which it is stated ‘need up- grading as they 

are not slowing people down’. 

The design and criteria of the proposed site access junction conforms with current guidance for 

priority-controlled junctions (TD42/125 - Geometric Design of Major/Minor Priority Junctions) and on 

the above guidance by the provision of a 5.5 metre carriageway with 2 footways of both sides, with 

10 metre corner radii. The junction design also incorporates a dropped kerb crossing with tactile 

paving on its western side to ease the movement of pedestrians and enhance safety. The provision 

of a raised table was provided at the request of the highways officer at LCC and will assist in keeping 

vehicle speeds low. 

Lack of local facilities/amenities 

The submitted TA included a comprehensive review of the accessibility of the Appeal site by non-car 

modes, including walking, cycling and public transport. It identified various local facilities within 

walking distance of the site and given the surrounding area is relatively flat, it is highly conducive to 

cycling. Access to public transport in the area is good, with a continuous walking route to the bus 

stops on Garstang Road and Preston station being accessible by a short bus journey. 

 

It should also be noted that the proposals include improvements to the two bus stops on Garstang 

Road, which comprise bus stop kerbing, re-surfacing and bus shelters. Such improvements will 

benefit not only those at the new development, but the wider community as well. 

 

The use of public transport as a primary mode of travel will be encouraged and promoted through 

the Travel  Plan that will be implemented at the development. 

 

Summary 

In my view, the Appeal proposals are acceptable in respect to highways and transport matters. 

 

 

 


