
Broughton Bypass 

Environmental Statement 
Volume 2: Main Statement

July 2013 

B1857700



3-8

There is currently one footpath, namely Broughton FP4, which is located in this 
central section of the route.  This follows a route from the east, passing through 
fields, crosses Blundel Brook and then follows the alignment of the southern bank of 
Blundel Brook to Garstang Road.  Two sections of the footpath would be severed by 
the bypass.  For the northern section, where the bypass crosses the footpath, the 
footpath would be diverted to follow a route that is perpendicular to the bypass.  An 
open crossing would be provided for the footpath, in order to allow users to cross 
the bypass.  The footpath would then follow a diverted route adjacent to the verge 
southwards, until it re-joins the existing route. Further south, the western side of the 
bypass ‘clips’ footpath 4.  This section of the footpath would follow a diversion 
adjacent to the western verge, before re-joining the route of the footpath.   

Blundel Brook crossing and Blundel Brook crossing to D’Urton Lane junction

There is currently one footpath Broughton FP5, that follows a route from Church 
Lane to D’Urton Lane, and a cycle route called ‘Guild Wheel’, which follows D’Urton 
Lane.  Footpath FP5 would be severed by the bypass, in the section where the 
bypass joins Broughton Roundabout junction. This footpath would be diverted to 
follow a route along the new section of footway to a new toucan crossing to D’Urton 
Lane.  The signal controlled crossing (a toucan crossing), would use a series of 
‘splitter islands’, in order to join the stopped up western end of D’Urton Lane.  The 
exact details of this crossing would be determined as part of the detailed design. 

In addition, the eastern end of the ‘Guild Wheel’ cycle route along D’Urton Lane 
would also be severed by the bypass.  A connection between the ‘Guild Wheel’ 
cycle route on the A6 Garstang Road and the stopped up D’Urton Lane would be 
provided through the provision of the toucan crossing described above and a new 
section of cycleway.  In addition, the eastern end of D’UrtonLane would be restricted 
for through traffic, which would potentially reduce the flows of traffic along the cycle 
route.

Demolition of Properties 

The route of the proposed Broughton Bypass would pass through the footprint of 
two properties on Whittingham Lane, namely numbers 35 and 37.  As a 
consequence, these two properties would need to be demolished.  In addition, for 
the southern part of the bypass, where the bypass joins the Broughton Roundabout 
junction, the route would pass through the footprint of four properties currently 
located on D’Urton Lane, namely Church Farm, The Fold, Kyne and Bonabri.  As a 
consequence, these would also need to be demolished.  The effect of the loss of 
these properties has been considered further in Chapter 13, ‘Private and Community 
Assets’.
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assessed in the ‘Effects on Landscape Character’ section below. These effects are 
also quantified and assessed in Chapter 14, ‘Private and Community Assets’.     

The bypass would affect properties in two locations, Whittingham Lane and D’Urton 
Lane, requiring the demolition of a total of six houses and land from a further five 
houses. A Whittingham Lane the bypass would sever the ribbon development of 
20th Century houses along the north side of Whittingham Lane and a total of five 
houses would be affected, two, 35 and 37 Whittingham Lane by demolition and 
three, 27, 33, 39, by land take.  

The properties, a pair semi-detached houses of which LCC owns No 37, would be 
demolished and the land they currently occupy would be used for the construction of 
the scheme. The land belonging to Nos. 27, 33, 39 Whittingham Lane would have a 
small proportion of their large plots included within the road construction land take. 
The severance of this recognisable and established row of houses would alter the 
understanding of Whittingham Lane add an uncharacteristic element to the 
residential area resulting in large adverse effect on the settlement pattern. 

Where the bypass would cross D’Urton Lane close to A6 Garstang Road and 
Broughton Roundabout (M55 Jct 1) to the south of the village a group of 4 houses, 
which are 20th Century conversions of the former farm house and farm buildings of 
Church Farm, The Fold, The Kyne and Bonabri would be demolished. In addition the 
Link to Eastway would require land from 2 properties on D’Urton Lane. The loss of 
this recognisable and established group of properties, amongst other similar groups 
in the area, would alter the rural characteristic of the A6, D’Urton Lane junction by 
increasing the highway development footprint resulting in a large adverse effect on 
the local settlement pattern. 

Settlement pattern would be affected in the rural settlement, linked by D’Urton Lane 
and Church Lane, in the area of the Blundel Brook valley.   This area would be 
subdivided by the new bypass, and the footpath linking the settlement would be 
severed, with diversions via a new link road and footway.  A small number of 
properties in this area, including the Grays Cottage, Church Hill Farm would find 
themselves in close proximity to the new road.  This would alter the relationship 
between groups of properties to either side of the new road. However, all properties 
would retain access to each other and to the A6, Garstang Road. The effects of 
these changes on the communities in the area are addressed in Chapter 14, ‘Private 
and Community Assets’. Although no properties within the Blundel Valley would be 
lost the characteristic development pattern would be disrupted resulting in a large 
adverse effect on settlement pattern.   

Effects on the setting of historic buildings such as the Grade II Listed Broughton C of 
E School, Church of St. John the Baptist, Church Cottage and the Stone House are 
considered here in relation to their contribution to the character and quality of the 
landscape; effects on their heritage value are considered in Chapter 7, ‘Cultural 
Heritage’.  All properties sit within a rural context, separate from the main settlement 
areas in the study area.  The Church of St. John the Baptist in particular is a 
prominent feature in the landscape as seen from the south.  Church Cottage, 
Broughton C of E School and Stone House are much more enclosed by vegetation 


