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I have prepared this statement on behalf Broughton in Amounderness Parish 
Council. I am the current chair. I have been on the Parish Council for 20+ years. My 
working life has been in nursing, social care, Inspection and education. I am 
committed to improving the lives of others in any way I can through education, direct 
action and working with others. 
 
The Parish Council, our city councillors and local residents of Broughton asked our 
MP Rt Hon Ben Wallace for the “call in” of this application due to our concerns about 
the Preston City Council’s Planning Department’s performance especially with 
regard to the Broughton Neighbourhood Development Plan. 
 
The first we knew of this proposal was the RIBA competition being launched in early 
2021. After the initial shock we contacted the RIBA to ask to be involved….then the 
application went in. The process of consultation and appraisal by the City Council 
followed. The Parish council expressed its concerns and commissioned a traffic 
count as there was no comparable data available. We met by zoom with the 
applicants’ agent but were not reassured.  The 1st time this application went to the 
committee the city council recommended refusal but it was deferred. Then we met 
again with the city planners in November 2021 again they indicated they would 
recommend refusal. Finally a week before the committee meeting earlier this year 
the city council changed their mind.  
All through this process the city council did not adequately considered the wishes of 
the Parishioners who objected to the application, did not give weight to our adopted 
Neighbourhood Development Plan and indicated that they would recommend 
approval. Apparently the “balance tipped” seven days before the planning meeting. 
 
The Parish Council is opposed to this development as it is against policies in the 
NPPF, the Central Lancashire Core Strategy, the Preston Local Plan, and the 
Broughton Neighbourhood Development Plan. It will cause significant harm to the 
heritage setting of the Church Hamlet, damage the open countryside and place 
unacceptable pressure on local infrastructure. 
 
I prepared the full statement to explain how the BNDP was created, what it was 
intended to achieve and to raise other planning issues relevant to this application 
including. 
 
The applicant has not consulted with or reflected the wishes of the local community 
in their choice of a site, or the form of the development proposed. Whereas the 
Parish Council consulted extensively for the Neighbourhood plan between 2016-
2018 involved the community in the Parish Action Plan though the Village 
Information session, e-news and social media.  
 
Broughton-in-Amounderness Parish Council spent a large amount of time and energy 
consulting in an inclusive and open way to identify what is important to the local 
community and what future needs would be. A consensus was built over several years 
with the local community and Preston City Council. This resulted in an overwhelming 
87% vote in favour, and the Neighbourhood Development Plan (BNDP) was adopted 
in 2018.  
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The Parish council took the opportunity in 2020 to consult once again with the 
parishioners though a survey delivered to all properties in the Parish. The community 
responded on the hard copies or online and nowhere was the need expressed for 
a new place of worship. They wanted better enforcement of traffic speeds and 
parking, services such as a pharmacy, improvements to broadband reception & 
Public Rights of Way maintained,  
 
Broader issues were raised such as no more developments, unless they are smaller, 
for rent or older people the state of the roads with potholes, flooding in areas such as 
Blundell Brook or the desire for a non-denominational school.  
 
As a result of this application the community will have imposed on it a large structure 
which by its use as a mosque will not provide any benefit to most of the community. 
This proposed structure will overshadow the Parish Church that is listed and has been 
there for 600 years.  
The resulting traffic chaos and damage to local infrastructure will mean that the work 
done to alleviate the traffic issues in Broughton will be to no avail and a return to the 
traffic jams. 
 
Cllr Pat Hastings Chair BPC 
 


