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__________________________ 

APPLICANT’S OPENING STATEMENT 

__________________________ 

INTRODUCTION 

1. This is Opening Statement of the Applicant. 

2. This is an Inquiry convened by the Secretary of State following the resolution of the 

local planning authority to grant conditional planning permission, reference 

06/2021/0431, for the development of land, in essence, for a place of worship that 

would be known as “Brick Veil Mosque”, situated between the M55 and the recently 

constructed dual carriageway known as James Towers Way.  

3. The bypass was constructed by the County Council highway authority including 

because the Parish of Broughton, quite understandably, strongly desired to re-route 

traffic previously travelling through that village instead away from, and around, the 

village and to the South of the listed church rather than to its West. The result of the 

conclusion of the construction by the highway authority, quite recently authorized by 

the Secretary of State for Transport (taking account of the historic and natural 

environment) in the public interest, of such a locally sought-after and needed bypass 

was to “fundamentally” change the relationship, for planning and related purposes 

also, the particular nature of the area to the North and to the South of the bypass 

line. Construction left too, on its proper inspection, an area of previously developed 

land comprised of the current application site in its now new isolated situation as a 

result of construction-related use of the previous dwellings there and adjacent land. 

4. In that fundamentally changed actual context, and in the context, also, of the 

Secretary of State’s national policy in his NPPF for development comprised of places 

of worship, and his policy that good design is indivisible from good planning, an 

international competition for such a place of worship (in the form of a mosque) has 

been held to meet an accepted need by immediately local worshippers. The 

competitive outcome has been ajudged by an independent expert panel, including by 

experienced RIBA architect designers, to be a proposal for a place of worship of 

“exceptional” quality, raising standards of design over a wide area. 
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5. Recognising the above, having carefully and iteratively and properly evaluated the 

proposal, in light of wide and lawful consultation, the local planning authority 

properly resolved to grant planning permission for the place of worship.  

6. The Secretary of State is interested to see that the proposal aligns with his national 

policy, that of the local authority, and that of the neighbourhood forum, as well as 

relevant listed buildings’ legislation. Helpfully, it does. Taken with its agreed planning 

conditions securing its design quality, infrastructure improvements to the Guild 

Wheel, a planning obligation and travel plan, the proposal aligns with the 

development plan, taken as a whole, and, in particular, the development of a place 

of worship in the particular isolated location would be consistent with the 

neighbourhood plan component as well as being supported in the public interest by 

the Secretary of State’s national policy for places of worship in our multi-faith nation. 

The development also satisfies his national heritage policy of paragraph 202 and law.   

7. Consequently: the requirement of section 66 of the Listed Buildings Act 1990 is 

satisfied and so too are associated policy provisions; on a proper balance, section 

38(6) of the Planning Act 2004 requires that the determination to grant planning 

permission here, and in line with the local planning authority’s resolution, properly 

results in a conditional grant of planning permission for this exceptional place of 

worship in the proper public interest. 
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