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Technical Note 2 
 
Project: Land to the south of D'Urton Lane, Preston, PR3 5LD 
Application Number: 6/2021/0431  
Date: 17th May 2021 

 
1.1.1 This technical note provides additional information to address comments from the Lancashire 

County Council (LCC) and Friends of the Guild Wheel (FoGW) relating to a proposed place or 
worship on Land to the south of D'Urton Lane, Preston, PR3 5LD.  Our response is provided 
below:  

LCC: 

In the lack of any proposals to overcome this issue, I would recommend a 3m foot/cycleway is 
provided on this section of D'urton Lane to the junction with D'urton lane (through route). LCC 
would not be averse to carriageway narrowing/ priority working to control traffic speed and 
provide a segregated footway/cycleway.  

FoGW: 

The Friends of the Guild Wheel request a 3m wide two-way segregated shared 
footway/cycleway that runs the full length of the cul de sac section of D’Urton Lane on the 
west side, from the existing two-way segregated shared footway/cycleway on D’Urton Lane 
to the crossing at James Tower Way. 

This new segregated shared footway/cycleway should be at a raised level along its full length 
and have priority at both the entrance to the proposed new car park and the entrance to the 
recent housing development so that motor vehicles have to give way and climb on to it.  

1.1.2 The applicant has agreed to the provision of a 3m shared cycle/footway up to the junction 
with the D’Urton Lane through route (See attached drawing Rev C) and shared ped/cycleway 
priority.  This is subject to the provision of the TRO for double yellow lines along both sides of 
D’Urton Lane.  
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LCC: 

With regard to 1.1.3   

'It can be confirmed that the traffic entering the site are spread within a 45 minutes window 
prior to the start of a prayer service with an average arrival of 3 vehicles per minute.'  Where 
is this information from that provides this spread of trips at 3 vehicles per minute? This would 
need robust traffic management of incoming trips and very disciplined traffic control of those 
exiting. 

1.1.3 The information of visitor arrivals has been provided directly by the end occupier based on 
general observations at the Salaam Mosque at Watling Street.  In order to provide the 
maximum religious benefit of attending prayer sessions, visitors arrive well before start times 
with some arriving over 1 hour before although this can vary day to day.  Para 1.1.3 was 
provided in response to your consultation comments where you made an unsubstantiated 
assumption that all traffic could arrive 15 minutes resulting in one car per 6 seconds where 
visitors arrive in haste.  Although the primary purpose of the mosque is to serve as a place of 
prayer, it is also important to the Muslim community as a place to meet and study, therefore, 
suggesting that visitors just quickly arrive and depart for the prayer sessions is incorrect.    
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LCC: 

Regarding 1.1.4   

'In order to minimise the concentration levels of traffic, 2 prayer services are to be provided to 
spread the number of worshippers arriving at the site.'  What exactly are they saying, will this 
be 2 times 450 adults to worship, or 2 'sittings' of approximately 225?  if it is the lower then 
why provide 450 payer mats? 

1.1.4 The maximum number of prayer mats is 450 which has been based on the agreed car parking 
justification with Lancashire County Council’s highway officers’ as per the Salaam Mosque 
development at Watling Street. This figure relates to the maximum capacity of the entire 
building but does not reflect the anticipated average attendance on a typical Friday. Places of 
worship across all religions are very rarely full except for the main festivals which only happen 
once or twice a year, for example Eid al-Fitr and Eid al-Adha in Islam or Christmas and Easter 
for Christians.  It is appropriate to allow for the maximum number of worshippers who may 
attend but it should not be expected that a planning application for a place of worship should 
be restricted to an “average” attendance. 

1.1.5  It has previously been agreed with LCC that based on a car occupancy level of 3 adults per 
vehicle, the proposed 146 car parking spaces would equate to up to 450 adult trips [not 
separate journeys] travelling by car to the site during the peak Friday period whilst additional 
children trips (under 17 years old but not in separate vehicles) would be permitted in addition 
to the 450 adults.  The number of visitors could arrive at the site using various travel modes 
including walking and cycling.  Although Muslim women traditionally pray separately from 
men, to allow for flexibility, 150 out of the 450 prayer mats are designated within a ladies area 
on the first floor which is not shared, albeit their attendance is generally low in the 
community, meaning that on a typical Friday peak capacity is unlikely to be reached.  

1.1.6 In addition to these measures, the provision of 2 prayer services would further reduce the 
concentration of trips arriving at the site over the typical 45 minutes arrival period. 

 


